THE    GREAT    TUDORS
a resolute exercise of sea-power might have ensured their
conquest. Grenville, however, moved on, examined the
Bahamas, and reached Wokokon in Virginia (now North
Carolina) on June 26. He stayed two months, during which
time he examined the mainland and adjacent islands. The
colonists complained that he made things difficult for them
by quarrelling with the Indians. The savages stole a silver
cup. The chief of the offending village promised to restore
it, and when he failed to do so, Grenville burned his huts
and crops. We have only a bare outline of the story, with-
out details, but on the face of it Grenville's conduct may not
have been unreasonable. These Indians, as we know from
later history, were not altogether the mild innocents they
were reported to be by Amadas and Barlow, and Grenville
may have considered it in the best interest of the colony to
inspire respect for the white man's property.
In other ways things had not gone smoothly during the
voyage and the planting of the settlement. Lane and some
of the others were intensely indignant with Grenville's
methods of command. Lane wrote to Raleigh and Walsing-
ham complaining of Grenville's tyrannical conduct through-
out, of his intolerable pride, insatiable ambition, and harsh
proceedings towards all.1 Again we have no details, and
can only surmise whether all this heat arose from the enforce-
ment of discipline among a party of headstrong gentlemen-
adventurers. At any rate Grenville " performed the action
directed " and did actually plant the settlers at the desig-
nated spot. He must have had before him the warning
furnished by Gilbert's failure two years before, when indis-
cipline ruined the whole project and a seaman's death in
mid-Atlantic saved the commander from having to answer
for complete inadequacy as an administrator. Raleigh,
whose money and credit were embarked in Virginia, showed
no dissatisfaction with Grenville, and remained his friend
in life and death.
On his way home Grenville captured a Spanish ship of
300 tons bound from Santo Domingo to Seville. Having no
boat, he boarded her in a makeshift contrivance of sea-chests
lashed together, which fell to pieces as he mounted her side.
This prize was of considerable value. Grenville, in his
report to Walsingham, said merely that she was laden with
sugar and ginger, and added that the report that the
1 Calendar ofCokmal State Papers, Ztff-rGfo, pp. 2,3.
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